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WIND ENERGY CAN POWER A STRONG RECOVERY

DENISE BODE

American Wind Energy Association

ABSTRACT

The U.S. wind industry is a dynamic one that

pumps billions of dollars into our economy

each year. Wind has gone mainstream and

today is the most affordable near-term carbon-

free energy source. The U.S. industry experi-

enced a nearly 70 percent increase in total jobs

last year—well-paying, family-supporting jobs.

But new wind farms now find it hard to secure

financing. Thus, the economic stimulus pack-

age moving through Congress is critical.

It’s good to be here representing the American Wind Energy Association’s

(AWEA) more than 1,900 member companies—many of whom are manu-

facturers. We’re now the fastest growing energy industry in the U.S. and a

mainstream energy source.

Let me give you a few details about the wind energy industry in this country.

It’s a great story. In 1998, AWEA had about 200 members. By the end of

this year, we may have 2000. Wind used to be a boutique power source concen-

trated in California. Now, the U.S. wind industry is a diverse, dynamic industry

pumping billions of dollars into our national economy each year.

Wind has gone mainstream and is now the most affordable near-term carbon-

free energy source in our nation today. As President Obama has said, “Renewable

energy is not some pie-in-the-sky, far-off future. It is now.”
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