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ABSTRACT

Green jobs are critical to building a strong middle class, and millions of

green jobs can be created through energy efficiency. The models already exist

for this work, but we need sustained investment to bring them to scale.

Thank you, Mr. Vice President and members of the task force, for inviting me

to speak about rebuilding America’s economy and strengthening the middle

class on the foundation of low-carbon energy. I am John Podesta, President

and CEO of the Center for American Progress Action Fund.

I will address three points in my remarks today.

First, I want to talk about green jobs broadly and why they are important to

a strong middle class.

Second, I will discuss the particular opportunity presented by energy

efficiency.

And third, I will speak about how we can get started today on a national

project to support green jobs at scale, drawing on what’s already working around

the country.

In closing, I will offer several suggestions to take this work forward in the

larger economic recovery.
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