
NEW SOLUTIONS, Vol. 19(2) 195-199, 2009

A STRATEGIC APPROACH TO A GREEN ECONOMY

RICHARD L. TRUMKA

Secretary-Treasurer, AFL-CIO

ABSTRACT

The crash has happened and we face dual

market failures: climate change and the

greatest economic crisis of our lifetimes.

American labor believes that we must have a

strategic approach to greening the economy

centered on domestic investment in new tech-

nologies, the creation of good jobs, and leading

a shared international response to both these

issues. The nay-sayers are the same financial

and industrial interests that advised the world

economy into chaos. Their advice to us is

more of the same: no rules, no regulations,

free markets, and free trade. But now is the time for real change.

What a year it has been!

Who would have dreamed a year ago we would be here today with a new

government and our first African American President, Barack Obama. This

was an election that changed history. It forced us to face up to and struggle

with issues of race and class. It helped our nation turn a corner and there is

no going back. Being here today is all about moving ahead. I want to thank

the Blue Green Alliance and all the trade union, environmental, business, and

community partners responsible for this event.
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