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ABSTRACT

We confront a pivotal moment sparked by a

crisis. Such times in the past have sparked

important changes. Our economic and eco-

systems are linked and both now demand

quick attention and action. We need wise

decisions that maximize job creation.

I had the pleasure of speaking at the national

Good Jobs, Green Jobs conference in Washing-

ton, D.C. on February 5. It was a truly remark-

able event that brought together thousands of people—from steelworkers to

business leaders to students to environmentalists.

The green jobs movement seeks jobs that can both provide a dignified life

and a decent wage and protect our health and climate. This effort is the most

recent of those inspiring moments when ordinary people, with extraordinary

commitments to making the world a better place, succeeded. These movements

of ordinary people drove the affirmation and expansion of civil rights; the

rights of workers to organize and bargain collectively; and the clean-up of

dangerous pollution in our neighborhoods.
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