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ABSTRACT

The Sierra Club’s Carl Pope reads the signs

that say “this is the time” for change.

Six weeks after the 2009 Good Jobs, Green

Jobs event, Carl Pope provided an analysis of

the growing movement for green jobs and its

critical role in leading the country out of reces-

sion. This piece was originally posted on Pope’s

“Taking the Initiative” blog, which can be read

at Sierraclub.org.

 
s it, the change begins.” House Energy Chairman Henry Waxman and

his lead subcommittee chair, Ed Markey, this morning introduced a 600-page

comprehensive bill to move America simultaneously toward energy indepen-

dence and a new, low-carbon energy economy. The bill represents a broad

outline—many of the most crucial details will be worked out in legislative

negotiations—but it is an incredibly powerful and hopeful sign. It comes only

days after Waxman and Markey were joined by their predecessors as committee

leaders, Michigan‘s John Dingell and Virginia‘s Rick Boucher, in a letter to

President Obama, calling for strong legislative action on energy and climate. It’s
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