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ABSTRACT

The testimony of International President Leo

Gerard of the United Steelworkers before

a House subcommittee on trade in March

addressed how to minimize “carbon leakage”

between nations—when emissions reductions

in one country lead to increased emissions

in another that has strict climate change

policies—in a manner that will sustain exist-

ing U.S. jobs and keep domestic industry

competitive.

Leo Gerard, International President of the United Steelworkers, played a

central role in the planning and execution of the second Good Jobs, Green

Jobs conference in early February 2009, which brought nearly 3,000 partici-

pants to Washington, DC, to develop strategies for addressing the climate and

economic crises now facing the U.S. and the world. Under Gerard’s leadership,

the USW was one of the first industrial unions to support comprehensive climate

change legislation and is a leader within both the domestic and international

labor communities on the environment. Gerard serves as a commissioner on the

National Commission on Energy Policy and is a founding member of the Blue

Green Alliance.

On March 24, six weeks after the Good Jobs, Green Jobs event, Gerard

was back in the nation’s capital, appearing before the U.S. House Trade
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