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ABSTRACT

The former governor of Kansas describes how

her state is greening. The Blue Green Alliance

has estimated that in a renewable-energy

economy, Kansas stands to gain more than

11,000 jobs and almost $2 billion in new

economic investments.

In my home State of Kansas, we have seen the

energy future as both an environmental issue

and an economic engine for the future.

As America wonders how it can recover from this economic storm, let me

tell you about a town that knows how to come back from a storm. After being

nearly destroyed by an EF5 tornado in May of 2007, the town of Greensburg,

Kansas, pledged to rebuild “green.”

They knew it would take a bit longer and cost a little bit more, but they are

rebuilding for the future. All 303 street lights in town are now light-emitting

diodes. Their art museum is partially powered by wind turbines on the roof and

new homes are oriented to take advantage of natural sunshine and wind. Most

significantly, Greensburg will be the only town in America where every public

building is LEED-certified [Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design—

a standard for determining environmentally sustainable building that was

developed by the U.S. Green Building Council]! If an entire town can rebuild

and recover from a tornado by going green, then there is hope for our nation.
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