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ABSTRACT

Americans have a new perception of our prob-

lems. They now see the economics of conser-

vation. Elected officials also have seen it and

are taking more bipartisan approaches. People

“get it” as they see opportunities for change.

And, in contrast with the Information Tech-

nology revolution, the Energy Technology

revolution, providing we do it right, will bring

change across the country and across demo-

graphic groups. This revolution will be more

broad-based. Now, we have a President with a

message and a Congress ready to act.

My roots are in the Iron Range of Minnesota. My grandpa was an iron ore

miner, never graduated from college, never graduated from high school. He

saved money in a coffee can in the basement of their little house so he could

send my dad to college. My dad ended up being a newspaper man. And now I’m

here today, the granddaughter of an iron ore miner, as a United States Senator.

And the one thing about my grandpa was that he also loved the woods. And

he would always go out and get blueberries when the blueberries were out

and he loved to hunt. And I always saw that balance. So I grew up with the

Blue Green Alliance in my own family. So I’m very excited about the effort

you’re making, and it is an effort.
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