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ABSTRACT

The United States lags many parts of the world when it comes to high-speed

rail. But investing in high-speed rail could help us through current problems.

Funds—$8 billion—in the economic stimulus package passed by Congress

are designated for high-speed rail. Other funds in the pipeline total approxi-

mately $15.5 billion. High-speed rail can relieve congestion, free up national

airspace, provide reliable transportation and positive economic development,

create jobs, and is more energy efficient than other modes of travel.

These remarks were presented at the conference workshop entitled “Building

Quality Employment Opportunities in a Greening Supply Chain.” The session

asked presenters to address the following question: How can we ensure that new

green transportation and manufacturing jobs will be good jobs? The focus of

the workshop was on efforts that link workers’ rights with the public good.

The United States leads the world in so many arenas but one in which it does not

lead the world is the arena of high-speed rail. Indeed, our country is woefully

behind the rest of the industrialized world in the development and implementation

*The Teamsters union represents more than 1.4 million workers in North America. Teamsters work

from ports to airlines, from road to rail, from food processing to waste and recycling. The union fights

to improve the lives of workers, their families, and the environment across the global supply chain.
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