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ABSTRACT

Investing in green energy research and in

policies that tackle climate change and reduce

our dependence on dirty foreign oil can lead

the U.S. to renewed economic success. This

rare opportunity to reinvigorate manufacturing

by building demand for products and tech-

nologies in a brand new industry is something

we haven’t had in 40 years. We can literally

grow our economy as we protect our

environment.

Green energy is an environmental strategy, a national security strategy, an

economic strategy. Investing in its development and production is both right

and smart. Failing to invest in it is a risk to the future of our nation and our planet.

From research to development to commercialization, green energy must be

a domestic priority. And right now—the stakes couldn’t be higher.

Unemployment is at its highest in sixteen years; we lost 2.6 million jobs

in 2008, and our unemployment is at a staggering 7.6 percent. When you factor

unemployed in with our nation’s underemployed—that number jumps to nearly

14 percent.

I think we can all agree that the economic and environmental policies of

the last eight years failed—miserably.
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