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ABSTRACT

The U.S. needs to recycle its outdated recycling industry. It can bring good

well-paying jobs, reduce harmful gas emissions, and energize markets and

local economies. The U.S. recycles only a third of its wastes; even so, with

1.1 million employees, it grosses $236 billion a year. But now it must trans-

form the operation into a resource recovery infrastructure.

These remarks were presented at a workshop entitled “Recycling: An Immediate

Opportunity to Lower Greenhouse Gas Emissions, and Create Sustainable Union

Jobs.” The session provided an overview of recycling trends in the U.S., examined

E-waste recycling, assessed organics recycling, and discussed what jobs are

being created in this sector and how to make them good union jobs.

America’s waste removal infrastructure is outdated. It provides incentives for

throwing away valuable resources that can be recycled, re-manufactured, and

reused. But recycling is not just a feel-good activity, it can be an engine for

creating good, sustainable, green jobs.

In addition to job creation, recycling drastically reduces landfill emissions

of methane—a harmful greenhouse gas. It also efficiently and effectively

*The Teamsters union represents more than 1.4 million workers in North America. Teamsters work

from ports to airlines, from road to rail, from food processing to waste and recycling. The union fights

to improve the lives of workers, their families, and the environment across the global supply chain.
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