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ABSTRACT

An important mission for the country is achiev-

ing sustainability while strengthening the middle

class. American leadership and innovation can

play a critical role in defining the intercon-

nectedness of our economy and environment—

and in unlocking, harnessing, and advancing

green technologies. The State of Maryland has

launched a Green Jobs Initiative focused on

attracting green businesses, working with exist-

ing businesses to adopt sustainable practices,

promoting clean energy research and use, and

training the work force for ne, green-collar jobs.

We have a mission statement in our State government and the first line of that

mission statement is to strengthen and grow the ranks of an upwardly mobile

middle class. The work that this conference is doing, while certainly it is

about sustainability and about our responsibility to the future, it’s also about

strengthening and growing the ranks of America’s middle class. Making it

grow again, making it upwardly mobile, embracing innovation, embracing the

challenges of these times and turning them into opportunities. Isn’t it good to

have a President who’s actually on our side and trying to make this world and

our country a better place?
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