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ABSTRACT

An architect looks at the history of school design and construction in the
United States, which by 2008 had approximately 97,000 public schools
holding 54.3 million students and five million teachers. About 73 percent
of the schools were built prior to 1969. A study has shown that Green Schools
can produce a 30-50 percent reduction in energy use, 35 percent reduction in
carbon dioxide, a 40 percent reduction in water use, and cut 70 percent in solid
waste. Further, student absenteeism and teacher turnover were reduced and
productivity increased three percent. If all American schools were Green,
the country would save nearly $1 trillion in the next 10 years.



