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ABSTRACT

America has the potential to create jobs that

do much good. Green jobs are no longer a

concept, they are a reality and they are vital to

economic growth and a driver for economic

recovery. Environmental issues will be swept

up as we address the economy. The choices

will never be between one green or the other.

And labor must be a partner in this effort.

Before I move into that which I was asked to speak about, which is green jobs,

I want to share with you an announcement. I just left my office where, on January

26, shortly after taking office, President Obama asked the EPA to do something.

He requested that we revisit the California car waiver decision that was made

in the last administration.

Sounds like most of you know that that issue involves whether or not California

can come up with and promulgate standards that many other states have indi-

cated they would like to adopt to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from

motor vehicles. Today I signed—and my agency is announcing—that we will

be reviewing the decision made by the prior administration, which denied

California’s waiver request.
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