
NEW SOLUTIONS, Vol. 19(2) 119-124, 2009

CLIMATE POLICY STATEMENT

THE BLUE GREEN ALLIANCE

ABSTRACT

The four labor unions and two environmental organizations that comprise the

Blue Green Alliance worked intensively during the fall of 2008 and winter of

2009 to craft a joint statement on comprehensive climate change policy. The

United Steelworkers, Sierra Club, Communications Workers of America,

Natural Resources Defense Council, Laborers International Union of North

America, and Service Employees International Union together released a

policy statement on climate change and energy in late March.

The goal of this undertaking is to articulate a framework by which the

United States can rapidly put millions of Americans back to work building a

clean-energy economy and reducing global warming emissions to avoid the

worst effects of climate change.

“We agree that the U.S. must significantly reduce our emissions, something

we can accomplish by retaining and creating millions of family-sustaining green

jobs in the clean-energy economy,” said Leo Gerard, International President of

the United Steelworkers.

The Blue Green Alliance supports a reduction of U.S. emissions by at least

80 percent from 1990 levels by 2050, and supports a renewed U.S. effort to forge

a global treaty to reduce worldwide emissions by 50 percent by that same date.

To meet these goals, domestic climate change legislation should reduce U.S.

emissions significantly below 2005 levels by 2020, with individual partners

advocating targets ranging from 14 to 25 percent.

“This agreement is one more sign of the growing consensus around the

urgency of action on climate change,” said Frances Beinecke, President of

the Natural Resources Defense Council. “Environmentalists and labor groups

are working together, standing side-by-side, and presenting a path forward for
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