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ABSTRACT

The authors recognize that green is a relative term and that what’s green

today may be decidedly not green tomorrow. They developed the idea

of “shades of green” to try to capture the differences between jobs and

looked at where the green jobs currently are. They found that green jobs in

renewables are likely to grow, but in other sectors green jobs face enormous

challenges. Among them are investment, technology, agriculture, labor

market, and urbanization hurdles.

The “green job” has become emblematic of a new economic future for the United

States that is both equitable and sustainable. But there is also a global need for

green jobs if the planet is to chart a course toward a genuinely sustainable and

low-carbon world.

Green jobs are already global. Released in September 2008, a report authored

by ourselves for the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), the Inter-

national Labor Organization (ILO), and the International Trade Union Confeder-

ation (ITUC) is the first comprehensive study on the impact of an emerging

global “green economy” on the world of work. Entitled Green Jobs: Towards

Decent Work in a Sustainable, Low-Carbon World [1], it documents how

changing patterns of employment and investment due to climate change are
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