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ABSTRACT

The authors ask and answer four basic questions about green jobs and

their effect on the economy: what are they, will they pay well, do they come

at the cost of losses elsewhere in the economy, and do they result from luck

in choosing technological “winners.”

Our country faces two immense, interrelated challenges: Charting a course to

economic recovery and tackling the threat of global warming. Both are moral

imperatives that require immediate action in order to fulfill our future obligations

to our children. Meeting these challenges head on now and into the future is

straightforward—begin a robust and aggressive transition toward a clean energy

economy. This transition will leverage new investment streams to build low-

carbon infrastructure, catalyze private-sector innovation, and lay the foundation

for sustainable, long-term economic growth. Building the clean-energy economy

will also create millions of new green jobs, offering hope to many Americans

who are out of work or facing possible layoffs. With major energy and climate

policy decisions on the horizon, and the excitement over green jobs growing,

we offer answers below to four common questions.
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