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ABSTRACT

A group of Canadians pondered the dramatic

change in momentum in the United States and

began to think more concretely about strate-

gies to bring unions and environmentalists

together around a common green economic

agenda. The campaign against toxic chemicals

has proven to be a natural meeting place for

labor and environmental activists. We share a

common history and concern about the lack

of effective regulation. The more challenging

areas are about transition, the need for good

jobs, and a viable economic strategy.

Amidst the celebration and triumphs of the Washington conference, a small group

of Canadians pondered the dramatic change in momentum in the United States

and began to think much more concretely about their strategies to bring unions

and environmentalists together around a common green economic agenda.

For the last decade and more, Canadians have been somewhat smug and self

congratulatory when it came to the environment. While our colleagues south of

the border struggled with the attacks from the second Bush administration and

somewhat lackadaisical progress under Clinton, we thought we had the tiger by

the tail. Under the federal leadership of the Liberal party, Canada ratified the

225

� 2009, Baywood Publishing Co., Inc.

doi: 10.2190/NS.19.2.aa

http://baywood.com


